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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH. 


Tux following discourse was delivered by President Joseph F. Smith at 
the General Conference of the Chareh, i in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, 
Sunday, April 7, 1895. 

I feel very dependent upon the Lord for what I shall say this morning, 
and I also feel very much the need of His assistance and the strength of 
His Spirit to enable me to make myself heard. About two or three months 
ago I became poisoned by the foul air which I was compelled to inhale 
while speaking in a close, warm meeting room, and I have been suffering 
from it nearly ever since. We cannot live without fresh air. We could 
live much longer without food than without air, and if there is any fresh 
air that could be let into this house, I think it would be a good thing for 
the congregation. 

Itis a d sight to behold this one congregation, gathered from all 
parts of the Territory for the purpose of attending the sixty-fifth annual 
conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and taking 
part in the exercises thereof. In my judgment, one of the most important 
acts performed at the conferences of the Church is that in which we hold 
up our hands before the Lord to sustain the authorities of the Church and 
the orgauization thereof as it exists. But it is one of the important things 
that we do which rests with little weight upon some people. In other 
words, some people go away after holding up their hands to sustain the 
authorities of the Church and think no more about it, and act in many 
respects as though they had merely gone through a form to which they 
did not attach any importance whatever. I conceive this to be a wrong 
principle. It is equally wrong to do this as it is to neglect any other 

principle which pertains to the government of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, or to ignore any principle of the Gospel which is 
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necessary for our welfare and happiness and for the uniting of us together 
in the holy faith. Those who covenant to keep the commandments of the 
Lord, and then violate that covenant by failing to observe those com- 
mandments, do no more than they do who raise their hands in token of a 
covenant to uphold and sustain the authorities of the Church and then 
fail to do it. The principle is the same in both cases: it is a violation of 
the covenant we make. If we do not intend to keep our covenants and 
to obey the commands of the Lord, it will be better for us to refrain from 
making them. For “to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to 
him it is sin;” and to him that maketh a covenant, and breaketh it, to 
him it is sin. He that hath made no covenant, being without knowledge, 
is under no obligation. Hence the world, not having entered into the 
covenants of the Gospel, will fare better in the final judgment before the 
bar of God than many of us who have entered into the covenants of the 
Gospel and fail to keep them. The heathen world will enjoy greater 
immunity from the wrath of the Lord in the day of judgment than will 
the Latter-day Saints who fail to keep the covenants which they have 
made in the Gospel. 

We have been gathered out of Babylon by the hand of God. We have 
come into these mountains by the voice of the Spirit, calling upon us to 
come out of Babylon, that we might not partake of her sins nor receive 
of her plagues. Many of us have come here in obedience to that call. 
For a time it looked as if we were going to be able to accomplish the 
purpose for which we were gathered in much better form than subsequent 
events proved. Notwithstanding we have been gathered here it is appar- 
ent that we are still very human, very weak, and susceptible to the influ- 
ences of the world—that we are far from being what we should be, in 
many respects. The doctrine of Christ is the doctrine of purity, of holi- 
ness, of self-sacrifice, of humility, and of submission to the will of the 
Father. It is difficult for us to comply fully with the doctrine of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. I realize that it is for me. Jesus came into the 
world born of woman, as we are; yet He is called the Son of God, the 
Lamb which was slain before the foundation of the world, that taketh 
away the sin of the world. His life upon the earth was a humble life. It 
was marked by no great or powerful accomplishments like unto the great 
deeds that other men have accomplished in the world. He built no 
temple, He founded no city; He established no empire or nation; He led 
no armies to battle; He did not figure as a statesman among the people; 
but He came as the meek and lowly Jesus, the humble Nazarene, preach- 
ing faith in God, repentance of sin, and the acknowledgment of the will of 
the Father as being above all other things. He did not take the pains to 
teach mankind how to get a temporal living. He did not bother Himself 
with the science of financiering. When He needed money to pay taxes He 
told His disciples to go to the lake and cast in their net and take out a 
fish, and there they would find money to pay their taxes. He devoted 
himself to the preaching of the word of life, the word of God, the power 
of salvation, to the children of men. He did not teach people how to 
farm or to get a living. It was not necessary. And yet he proved beyond 
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the n of a doubt that He knew how to combine the — to 
meet His necessities. He was not entirely dependent upon the ordinary 
sources of life for existence; for when He wanted bread to feed the multi- 
tude He was able to call it together, so that when He had fed the multi- 
tude they took up more than they had at the beginning. When He 
wanted wine at the feast of Cana, His own wedding perhaps, He did not 
have to send out and buy it; but He took the water pots and converted 
the water into wine, and made superior wine of it, too, to that which man 
could make with all his skill in wine making. Hence He was not ignorant 
with regard to the laws of life, development and organization. If He did 
not teach men how to financier, He understood the principle. If He did 
not teach them how to build temples, He understood their purposes and 
how to build them. If Hedid not attempt to found cities and empires, 
He understood the principles by which cities were built and empires were 
founded. If He did not teach men how to get a living in the world, He 
understood the principle of life, both temporal and spiritual. He came 
to teach the way of eternal life. His words were simple words, easy to be 
understood. He spoke to the understanding of the people among whom 
he labored. He sought, in the simplest forms of speech and in the plainest 
manner, to convey to them the words of truth and soberness, the principles 
of life and salvation. He exemplified these words in His life and actions. 
Among other things, He taught that the greatest commandment given 
unto men was, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.” He further taught that the 
next greatest commandment given unto men was, “Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself.” These were the great foundation principles of the 
Gospel that was taught by our Savior while He was upon the earth. Of 
course, these follow obedience to the first principles of the Gospel; for 
except we believe, except we have the witness of the Holy Spirit to 
bear record unto us of the Father and the Son, it would be impossible for 
us to love God as we should. And if we could not keep the first com- 
mandment, it would be impossible for a man to keep the next; for it 
is impossible for a man to say truthfully that he loves his neighbor if he 
does not love God. It is also impossible for a man to say truthfully that 
he follows God without he loves his neighbor. The Apostle John says, 
“If a man say I love God and hateth his brother, he is a liar.” Therefore, 
if we love God, we are in a position to love our neighbor; and if we love 
our neighbor anything like we love ourselves, it is an evidence that we 
love God; for these go hand in hand and are inseparable. 

If the world would obey the counsels of the Son of God there would be 
no difficulty respecting the government of men, because the same condi- 
tion would exist as was described by the Prophet Joseph when he was 
asked how he governed the people. He said he taught them correct prin- 
ciples and they governed themselves. If we understood the doctrines of 
Christ and would practice them, we would not stand in need of much 
government. Being possessed of a knowledge of the truth, and having a 
desire in our hearts to obey it, we would not need judges and lawyers, 
governors and rulers, for God would be our governor, and Christ would 
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be our lawgiver, and we would delight to obey Him. How long will it 
take us to learn to become obedient to the requirements of the Gospel! 
We have been baptized for the remission of our sins and received the gift 
of the Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands, and we have been confirmed 
members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. We coven- 
anted before the Lord in baptism that we would abstain from sin; that 
we would learn to do that which is right and proper in the sight of God. 
The law of the Lord is now before us, and we may read it from day 
to day; but we do not appear to understand it, or if we do, many of us 
certainly go far from our understanding. Now, I do not mean to apply 
this to any man or woman who is keeping the laws of God according 
to the light he or she possesses. I do not mean those who have the 
love of God in their hearts. When [ say that men do not love God 
with all their hearts I do not refer to those who do. If this whole 
congregation possess the love of God in their hearts, then what I say 
with regard to this does not apply to this congregation, but only to 
those who have not obtained this spirit and are still unconverted. I want 
to read a word or two in this glorious book that President Woodruff has 
recommended to you so highly—the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, 
which, as he has said and as I firmly believe, contains some of the most 
sublime revelations that have ever been given to the world: : 

For what doth it profit a man if a gift is bestowed upon him, and he 
receiveth not the gift? Behold he rejoices not in that which is given 
unto him, neither rejoices in him who is the giver of the gift. | 

And again, verily I say ante 70% that which is governed by law is also 
preserved by law, and perfected and sanctified by the same. __ i 

That which breaketh a law and abideth not by law, but seeketh to be- 
come a law unto itself, and willeth to abide in sin, cannot be sanctified by 
2 — by mercy, justice nor judgment. Therefore they must remain 

still. | 

And all kingdoms have a law given: ret | See 

And there are many kingdoms; for there is no space in which there is 
no kingdom; and there is no kingdom in which there is no space, either a 
greater or a lesser kingdom. | 

What I desire to call your attention to more particularly is: “For what 
doth it profit a man if a gift is bestowed upon him, and he receiveth not 
the gift? Behold he rejoices not in that which is given unto him, neither 
rejoices in him who is the giver of the gift.“ I consider that every prin- 
ciple of the Gospel which we have received is in itself a glorious gift of 
God unto the children of men. The gift of wisdom, the gift of understand- 
ing, the gift of prophecy, the gift of tongues, the gift of healing, the gift 
of testimony, the gift of knowledge, all these are designed by the Almighty 
to come to us through our obedience to the principles of life and salvation. 
The word which the Lord has given to us respecting wisdom in our habits, 
in our eating and drinking, and in our conduct through life, is a gift of 
God unto us. How many of us appreciate that gift and have joy in the 
Giver of it? He has said that if we will keep that simple word which He 
has revealed, we shall run and not be weary, we shall walk and not faint. 
I once heard a preacher of the Gospel explain how men could run and not 
be weary and walk and not faint. He said if a man possessed the knowl- 
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edge which he is entitled to, if he were running he would stop before he 
got: weary, and if he were walking he would have judgment to stop and 
sit down before he fainted. When I head this explanation it sounded to 
me a little worldly. It did not seem to strike me as being just the inter- 
pretation to give to this passage. Yet when I came to reflect upon it, it is 
a truth that if a man possessed the keys which unlock the treasury of 
knowledge and wisdom, he would then be able to govern himself 
agreeable to the laws of God, and he would do nothing that would 
bring sorrow or trouble, fatigue or faintness upon himself; he would go as 
far as wisdom dictated, and there he would remain until he was resus- 
citated. But in the mad rush of life for worldly honors and for the posses- 
sion of the perishable things of this earth men do not stop before they get 
weary, and they do not rest before they become faint. They appear to 
think that what is necessay for them when they become weary and faint 
is to take stimulants to refresh themselves, that they may be able to run 
a little farther for a few moments. In this way the man of business braces 
himself up by taking strong drinks. The housewife and the mother who 
has the care of her family upon her hands, after she has toiled until she 
has become faint, feels that she must, in order to keep up her strength, 
take a cup of tea, and thus brace up her nerves and strengthen herself for 
a little while that she may be able to finish her day’s work. Now if the 
pure intelligence of the Spirit of God were substituted for the ‘stimulating 
influence of the tea and the liquor; if we could by some means get a 
sufficient portion of the Spirit of the Lord within us that would cause us 
to know just what to do when we felt weariness and faintness coming 
upon us, without resorting to the aid of stimulants and drugs that go far 
toinjure our systems and make us slaves, to an acquired appetite, it would 
be a great deal better for us. A good housewife who takes her tea or 
coffee to stimulate, and to enable her to finish her day’s work, may feel the 
effects of it for a little while, and she may think herself better prepared 
thereby for the labors she has to perform; but if she knew the whole truth 
she would understand that the injury she is doing herself by this practice 
is far worse than the fatigue for which she takes the drug as a remedy. I 
would rather feel tired and exhausted by labor, and let nature have a 
chance to restore itself, than I would attempt to doctor myself by the use 
of narcotics and drugs that would sap the foundation of my physical and 
spiritual health. But inasmuch as we do not observe the Word of Wisdom, 
how shall we have wisdom, knowledge and understanding by which we 
may be governed in our own conduct? The promise is that if we will 
observe this we shall have knowledge, and the destroyer shall pass us by 
and we shall escape those evils that are coming upon the wicked. But 
many of the Latter-day Saints do not believe in this Word of Wisdom. 
They have no joy in this gift which God has bestowed upon them. In the 
beginning it was given not by commandment, lest we should be under 
condemnation if we did not observe it; for when a commandment is given 
it is mecessary that we should obey it or we must abide all the conse- 
quenees. But when we are simply invited to do right, and we do it not, 
the responsibility is not altogether so great. In later times, however, it 
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was revealed through President Brigham Young that we had reached a 
point in our experience when the Word of Wisdom became a law unto the 
people, and they were required to obey it. I want simply to lay this 
before you, and you may think of it yourselves. . 

That which breaketh a law and abideth not by law, but seeketh to 
become a law unto itself, and willeth to abide in sin, and altogether abideth 


in sin, cannot be sanctified by law, neither by mercy, justice nor judgment. 
Therefore they must remain filthy still. 


When I see an Elder of Israel walking the W using tobacco, which 
the Lord has said is not good for man, but is for medicine for sick cattle, 
I say to myself, This man breaketh a law, and he seeketh to become a 
law unto himself in regard to this matter, and willeth to abide in sin, and 
altogether abideth in sin, so far as this practice is concerned, and therefore 
he cannot be sanctified by the law, neither by mercy, justice nor judgment 
but he will remain filthy still. When I see people drinking hot stimulants 
this passage of the law of God comes to my mind, and I think, Here are 
people that are breaking the law and that are seeking to become a law 
unto themselves, and they are abiding in sin, and they altogether abide in 
sin in that particular wrong-doing, and therefore they cannot be justified 
nor sanctified by the law of God, but must remain filthy still; What 
better is the Latter-day Saint who curses and profanes the name of Deity 
than the unbeliever who does the same thing? I will give it as my opinion 
that the unbeliever who knows not the law of God is under less condemna- 
tion for cursing and swearing and blaspheming His name than the man 
who professes to be a believer. Upon the latter rests the greater responsi- 
bility. What better is a drunkard who professes to be a Latter-day Saint 
than the unbeliever who is accustomed to drunkenness? He is no better, 
but worse. How much better is the Latter-day Saint who uses these things 
that the Lord has said are not good than one who does not believe in God 
and uses them? I say, of the two it will be more tolerable for the un- 
believer. “But,” one says, “you put a great deal of stress upon the impor- 
tance of these matters. The drinking of a cup of tea is a very simple thing. 
If it were just the cup of tea, the sin would not be so very great; it would 
simply be an injury to the individual, except others thereby followed the 
example, and then they also would be affected by it. But it is not the 
drinking of the cup of tea that I have in mind. I do not care a groat 
about your tea or your coffee, your tobacco or your whiskey. What 1 
have in mind is this: God has said that these things are not good. He has 
given you a commandment that you shall not practice these habits and 
customs of the world; that you shall come out of Babylon, that you may 
not partake of her sins nor receive of her plagues; and when we indulge 
in these habits it is violating the commands of God, and we are under 
condemnation, the same as when we raise our hands to uphold and sustain _ 
the authorities of the Church, and then go away and back-bite them and 
say all manner of evil falsely against them, holding them up to scorn and 
ridicule from our ignorant standpoint, wherein we judge them partially, 
not knowing their motives. It is a serious wrong in the presence of the 
Almighty for one to vote to sustain the authorities of the Church and 
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then to go away and oppose them and trample under foot the counsels 
that they give; and we will be judged of the Lord for it. If we do not 
believe in this, let us not enter into the covenant. | 

Another thing: When you see men who hold the Priesthood, and are in 
high positions in the Church, manifesting a coldness and indifference, and 
they seek to shun their brethren lest peradventure they may receive 
counsel they do not want, depend upon it there is something wrong 
beneath the surface. One who does this “breaketh a law, and abideth 
not by law, but seeketh to become a law unto itself, and willeth to abide 
in sin, and altogether abideth in sin and cannot be sanctified by law, 
neither by mercy, justice nor judgment. Therefore thay 
filthy still,” until they repent of their sins. 

May God have mercy upon us, and lead us in the paths of duty. It 
grieves me when I look around and see the boldness, the impudence, 
the shamelessness and the utter disregard on the part of some men to the 
feelings and sentiments of a whole people as to come and flaunt in the 
faces of the people, on the days of their Conference, advertisements which 
would, if they should succeed, be the means of sowing the seeds of dissolu- 
tion and death amongst us. We desired yesterday to have Brother Talmage 
speak upon this matter from a scientific standpoint; but he was called 
suddenly and was unprepared. I wish that he had had more time, so that 
he could have given us figures in relation to this matter. Butif you allow 
your sons to begin the practice of smoking, drinking, etc., the appetite for 
opium and other narcotic and pernicious things will fasten itself upon them 
so that they will not be able to resist it throughout the future of their lives 
They are the seeds of immorality and death, and we should avoid them, 
and see that our children do not fall into the traps that have been set 
for them. The Lord help us to preserve our children from the sins of the 
world, and help us also to avoid breaking the law of God and spurning 
the gifts that He has bestowed upon us; but may He enable us to appre- 
ciate these gifts and also the source from whence they come, that we may 
be benefited by these things, and eventually be brought back into His 
presence and partake of glory and exaltation with Him. This is my 
— OF .. Amen. | 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


An English paper journal says that the invention of envelopes is within the memory of 
middle-aged persons, and was the result of a Brighton, England, stationer’s endeavor to 
make his store look attractive. He took a fancy for ornamenting his store windows with 
high piles of paper, graduated from the largest to the smallest size in use. To bring his 
pyramid to a point he cut cardboard into very minute squares. Ladies took these cards 
to be small sized notepaper, and voted it perfectly lovely.” So great was the demand 
that the stationer found it desirable to cut paper the size so much admired. But there 
was one difficulty. The little notes were so small that when folded there was no space 
for address, so after some thought the idea of an envelope pierced the stationer’s brain. 
He had them cut by a metal plate, and soon, so great was the demand, he commissioned 
- dosen houses to manufacture them for him. From such small beginnings came this 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


_ THURSDAY, JULY 30, 1896. 


GREETING. 


In the last issue of the MILLENNIAL STAR appeared the valedictory of 
Apostle Anthon H. Lund, who has so ably presided over the European 
Mission for over three years. Brother Lund sailed from Glasgow on Thurs- 
day July 23, 1896, on the steamship Anchoria, bound for Zion. We join with 
the Latter-day Saints and his host of friends on this side of the Atlantic 
in wishing him a pleasant journey to his home, and the continued blessings 
of the Lord, which have so abundantly attended his labors in this land. 

In succeeding Brother Lund in the Presidency of this mission, we feel 
the heavy burden of the duties and responsibilities connected with this 
calling, and our inability to discharge them only as we may receive the 
assistance of the Lord and be sustained and supported by the Elders and 
Saints among whom we have been called to labor. 

We have not come here with any intention of revolutionizing the affairs 
of the mission but rather with a desire to continue the good work of 
spreading the Gospel and extending the knowledge of its saving princi- 
ples whenever and wherever we find the opportunity to doit. In this we 
feel we shall receive the faith of all Latter-day Saints and the hearty 
co-operation of the miasionaries in all their various fields of labor, through- 
out the European Mission. 

The great assistance which has always been and still may be rendered 

by the local brethren and sisters in their own branches can not be over- 
estimated. The best results have been realized where the Saints, with the 
testimony of the truth burning in their hearts, have gone among their 
relatives and friends and testified to the goodness of God in giving them 
the light, inviting their friends to our meetings, arranging for fireside 
chats with the Elders, and, above all, by following the words of Jesus: 
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven; and no doubt all Saints thus 
engaged will partake of the same blessings that are promised to the Eiders 
in saving the souls of men. 
Let it also be remembered that those whose hearts have grown cold ina 
indifferent and have consequently lost the love of the Gospel and that 
enthusiasm that always accompanies it, are like the salt that has lost its 
savour and “is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be 
trodden under foot of men.” Such as these are under a gare 
for they are an injury to the cause. 

I feel very grateful for the appointment of Elders Jos. W. McMurrin and 
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in asking our co-laborers and the Latter-day Saints to give us their faith 
and prayers accompanied with their zealous works for the onward pro- 
gress of the Kingdom of God. Ruton S. WELLS. 


Durine the past three years, from June 1893, to June 1896, according 

to the reports from the thirteen conferences comprised in the British 
Mission, there have been 1,720,937 tracts distributed and 15,528 books dis- 
_ posed of. The number of baptisms for the same period is reported as 
being 1,127. These figures only represent what has been done in the 
British ‘olen, exclusive of the Scandinavian, the Swiss and n and 
the Netherlands missions. 


MANCHESTER ConrerENce Norice.- The Conference will bo 
held at the Industrial Co-operative Hall, Broughton Road, Pendleton, 
opposite the New Station, on August 9, 1896. Meetings will commence at 
10:30 a.m., and 2:30 and 6 p.m. | 


CHANGE or AppREss.—The address of the the Eastern 
States Mission has been changed from 48 Sand Street, to 50 Concord 
: Street, Brooklyn, New Tork. 


— 


CONFERENCE. _ 


Tun Scottish Semi-Annual Conference convened in the Breadalbane Hall, 
11 Oxford Street, Gorbals, Glasgow, on Sunday, July 19, 1896; at 10 am., 
and at 2 and 6 p. m. 

There was a large attendance, especially at the men and evening 
sessions. Seldom have the Saints from the outlying districts been so well 
represented at Conference: Auchengray, Burnbank, Cambuslang and 
Dunfermline Saints being worthy of mention for auch a demonstration of 
their zeal and earnestness. 

There were present, Apostle n H. Lund, 0 Rulon 8. Wells, an 
Jos. W. McMurrin of the Presidency of the European Mission, J: H. Bur- 
rows, Of thé Liverpool Office; Jno. Hirst, Daniel Whipple, and Alex. 
Faddies of the Irish Conference, President Milford Williams and all the 
Traveling Elders of the Scottish Conference. | 
The speakers at the morning session were, President Milford Williams 
Elders Geo. Stuart, Geo. * Moses, and Presidents Jos. W. MeMurrin, and 
Rulon S. Wells. 

In the afternoon the matin authorities of the Church were ieeatainiil 
and unanimously sustained. Elder Rulon S. Wells as President, and Jos. 
W. McMurrin and Edwin F. Parry as his counselors, were sustained as the 
Presidency of the European Mission; Elder Milford Williams was sustained 
as President of the Scottish Conference; and the Elders in the districts 
assigned were sustained as follows: Geo. C. Wood, Jas. E. Hoggan and 
Alma Montgomery in Dunfermline; Geo. Stuart and Thos: W. Jones in 
Wishaw; Geo. R. Moses 
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ham and Peter Allan in Aberdeen; Geo. Allan and A. R. Anderson, in 
Edinburgh; Jno. Robertson and Jas. M. Hoggan in Paisley ; Alex. G. 
Adamson and A. A. Garrick in Ayrshire; ; Wm. Campbell in Burnbank ; 85 
Robt. Cameron and Malcolm McKinnon in Glasgow. 

President Williams read the statistical report of the Conference, and the 
report of the Elders’ labors for the past six months ending, July 15, 1896, 
as follows: Number of High Priests 2; Seventies 17; Elders 39; Priests 
9; Teachers 13; Deacons 6; members 224; total officers and members 307. 
Tracts distributed 63,018; books loaned 276; books given away 121; Sab- 
bath meetings held 377; out-door meetings 70; cottage meetings 31; Sun- 
day School sessions 30; Relief Society meetings 6. Baptisms 41; ordina- 
tions 9; emigrated over eight years of age 11; emigrated under eight 
years of age 5; children blessed 26; marriages 2; died 1. 

Elders J. H. Burrows, and Anthon H. Lund were the speakers in the 
afternoon. 

In the evening Elders Jos. W. McMurrin, Rulon S. Wells, and Anthon 
H. Lund occupied the time. | 

The general feeling was that there had been a spiritual repast of a most 
excellent and beneficial character. Much satisfaction was derived from 
the arrangements providing the Saints with refreshments at the conclusion 
of the morning and afternoon sessions. 

On Monday, July 20, a number of the Saints had a pic-nic and all the 
Elders present at the Conference participated therein and much joy was 
obtained. At 5:30 in the evening a Priesthood meeting was held in the 
Conference house, 130 Barrack Street, Glasgow, at which the traveling 
Elders gave in their reports; and much goodly instruction and timely 
advice was received from Apostle Lund. 

Wu. Leeeat, Conference Clerk. 


SIGNS OF THE LATTER DAYS. 


Every reader of the newspapers must be deeply impressed with the 
increased number of disasters and dreadful occurrences of various kinds 
which are borne to us over the telegraph wire every day. The most dread- 
ful murders seem to be committed with a frequency that is without 
example, whole families in many instances being murdered by some 
member of the family, and for the most trivial causes; husbands killing 
their wives and their children, and then putting an end to their own lives; 
women, forgetting every maternal instinct, deliberately planning the 
murder of their own offspring, and * including their husbands in 
the massaore. 
Any one of these occurrences in former years would have sent a thrill of 
horror through the entire nation. Now we become so accustomed to these 
_ dreadful things that they scarcely excite more than a passing comment. — 
But these are not the only extraordinary events which happen. The 
elements appear to be disturbed as never before—at least for many genera- 
tions. We have had reported over the telegraph lines to us a series of 
in the forin of cyclones or the most appalling 
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character. Within a few days, the papers inform us, the city of St. Louis. 
has been swept by one of these fierce hurricanes, which has destroyed an 
immense amount of property, and caused devastation and ruin to an 
almost incalculable extent, and resulted in great loss of life. The whole 
country has been shocked by this blow, following, as it does, almost 
equally destructive cyclones in other places. 

What do all these extraordinary events foreshadow? Do they come 
upon mankind without any warning? Are the inhabitants of the earth 
left to be a prey to the elements? Are they to fall victims to the fiendish 
rage of their fellow beings? What a woeful condition it would be if man- 
kind were left thus without.a word of warning from the great Creator, the 
Father of the human family! What fearful forebodings, what horrible 
dread, might justly possess men and women if they were to be abandoned 
by the Creative Power and left to the mercy of the elements and every 
evil influence and power that might choose to wreak vengeance upon them! 

Thank the Lord, He has not left the world without knowledge upon this 
subject. For the past sixty-six years He has been using agencies to dis- 
seminate a warning message among mankind, foretelling disasters and 
calamities of the most dreadful description, which should overwhelm them 
unless they would avail themselves of the means of escape and salvation 
from temporal ruin that He had provided. The revelations which He gave 
on this subject are now being fulfilled. And because of these revelations, 
and because the Latter-day Saints have obeyed them, there js not another 
community on the American continent which has so little apprehension as 
they concerning these fearful calamities and the future of the world. It 
can be truthfully said of the Latter-day Saints that throughout all their 
borders and in all their habitations a serene, hopeful, tranquil feeling pre- 
vails. They are not filled with fear concerning the future, because they 
believe that God has spoken and has prepared a way of escape for all those 
who will keep His commandments and do His will. They have been com- 
manded to gather together for the express purpose of being prepared for 
the great events of the last days. This has been the object in view in the 
people from various lands assembling in these mountains. ‘They were 
assured that a vondition of affairs would prevail among the different nations 
of the earth that would make their condition very precarious, and in order 
to escape from this danger they should gather toa place which the Lord had 
designated as a suitable place of residence for them. The extraordinary 
movement that has now been witnessed for so many years of people gather- 
ing from all quarters of the earth, after they became baptized members of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, is thus accounted for. 
The spirit which has rested upon these gathered people during troublous 
times has been a confirmation of the truth of the promises the Lord has 
given. He has made very precious promises to His people concerning 
their safety and concerning the peace they should enjoy when var and 
other calamities should befall other peoples and nations. 

In reflecting upon these dreadful cyclones, and the ruin they have 
wrought and the great loss of life that has attended them, I am struck more 
by the consequences which result to the living than with the death of the 
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many who have been so suddenly taken off. Those who have been stricken 
with death have met their fate, and have gone to the Great Beyond to enter 
upon another sphere of existence; and while our sympathies may go out 
for them, still it is the living which demand our greatest sympathy. In 
these mountains when the wind blows unusually strong, we hear the 
expressions of fear which women and children, and frequently men also, 
give utterance to. But imagine the feelings of terror, uncontrollable and 
indescribable, which people must have in the regions where these cyclones 
are often felt. Every cloud that darkens the horizon, every thunder-storm 
or strong wind must fill them with the deepest apprehension, and with 
almost desperate terror. For what can they do? Where can they go to 
escape the violence of the cyclone? Human ingenuity, human skill and 
human power all fail and are helpless in the face of the blast of the fierce 
tornado. No precaution is of any avail. In some regions, cellars have 
been dug in which the people have sought refuge; but cyclones have 
deen known to scoop out cellars and sweep away the inmates. Extra- 

ordinary instances of the power of the wind—combined, it is supposed, 
with electricity—are related. The water has been sucked ‘out of wells, 
leaving them dry; and men and women have been mangled, torn to pieces 
and even their limbs torn from their bodies ~ the violence of the rege 
which come into play in the cyclone. | 

Is it not true, therefore, that the living are more to be pitied lia elie 
dead? They must live in ever-present dread. If they could lie down at 
night in peace it would not be so bad; but what assurance have they, 
when they commit themselves to sleep, that they may not be awakened by 
the shock of the resistless cyclone with destruction and death in its train! 
The agony of ‘life under such circumstances must be adreadful strain and 
be little, if any less, than torment. — 

To the Latter-day Saints it is plain what che inhabitants of the earth 
may expect if they will believe the words of the Lord; for He has wad: 


Lift up your voices and spare not. Call upon the nations to 
both * and oung, both bond and free, saying, prepare yourselves for the 
great d. rd; 

For i * am à man, do lift up my voice and call upon you to 
repent, and ye hate me, what will ye say when the day cometh when the 
thunders shall utter their voices from the ends of the earth, speaking to 
phe Tord of all that live, saying, Repent, and prepare for the great day of 

e 

Yea, and again, when the lightnings shall streak forth from the east 
unto 970 west, and shall a forth their voices unto all that live, and 
make the ears of all tingle that hear, saying these words, Repent ye for 
„ Lord ter hi t of hea 

again, the 8 utter his voice out o 

made 70% O ye nations of the earth, and hear the words of that sir 
made you. 

nations of the earth, how often would I have you | 
together as a hen gathereth her chickens under her ye wonld 
Ho oft have I called upon you by the mouth of my servants, and 
the ministering of angels, own by voice 
thunder inge, and by the voice of tnings, and by the voice of tempeste, 
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and by the voice of earthquakes, and great hailstorms, and by the voice 
of famines and — of every kin ee by the great sound of a 
trump, and * e voice of judgment, and by the voice of mercy all the 
day long, and by the voice of glory, and honor, and the riches of eternal 
! = and would have saved you with an everlasting salvation, but ye would 


ot? 
"Behold the day has come, when the cup of the wrath of mine indigna- 


tion is full. 
Behold, verily I say unto you, that these are the words of the Lord your 


Whereices labor ye, labor ye in my vineyard for the last time—for the 
last time call upon the inhabitants of the earth.—Doc. and Cov., Sec. 43., 
verses 20-28.—GEORGE Q. ne in the Juvenile Instructor. | 


A PROPHECY FULFILLED. 


THE following extract from a letter written by Elder Albert Matheson, 
president of the North Alabama Conference (U.8.A.) to the Church and 
Farm, will, no doubt, interest our readers. 

The mission of Elder Dotson has been of special interest and satisfaction 
to him. Some years ago, while nearly all of his relatives were not in sym- 
pathy with our faith, he received a patriarchal blessing, in which was a 
promise that he, if faithful, would have the privilege of bringing many 
of his kindred into the Church. When this promise was made the Elder 
could see no possibility of its realization, as his relatives were far removed 
from him both by distance and doctrine. Time passed on and still there 
did not appear to him any indications of the fulfillment of the’ promise. 
He reached the age generally considered too far advanced for missionary 
labors in the South; but at this time, when doubt might have entered his 
mind, he received a letter from the Presidency of the Church extending 
to him an invitation to take a mission to the Southern States. But this 
did not clear away all difficulties. After his arrival at Chattanooga there 
were about ten chances to one that he would get in a conference in which 
his relatives did not reside, as there were, I understand, ten or eleven 
conferences at that time in the mission. True, Brother Dotson might 
have suggested that he work in a locality near his kinfolk, but he had no 
idea that such a right belonged to him. It was his belief that the servants 
of God appointed for that purpose were perfectly competent to discharge 
their duty. This belief was strengthened in him when he learned that he 
had been appointed to labor in the North Alabama Conference, which, by 
the way, takes in the northern half of Mississippi, as well as the corres- 
ponding part of Alabama. Not all the barriers were yet removed from 
his path, however. Although now more favorably disposed than formerly 
toward the faith of the Elders, his relatives were not at all eager to join 
themselves to that faith. It was not until after he had worked diligently 
among them that he saw prospects of the fulfillment of the patriarch’s 
promise; and just at this time threats of violence against the “Mormons” 
in that neighborhood gave occasion for the Elder to seek quarters less 
hostile to truth-tellers. After a little the threatened violence subsided. 
He then went back and soon baptized eleven of his relatives, among whom 
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is his aged father, whose religious zeal and poetic taste led him, a week or 
two since, to give expression to the following thoughts: 
‘*While darkness reigns from pole to pole, 
O’er regions scattered far and wide, 
Amazing blindnes fills the soul, 
And turns the multitudes aside. 
Men don their sacerdotal robes 
And lead their flocks astray, 
All o’er the habitable globe 
Sim has its mighty sway. 
The Elders go and cry aloud 
To men of every clime; 
The bold, the haughty and the proud 
Are warned from time to time. 
Some heed their message and obey 
The mandates from on high, 
While others turn from it away 
And hinder those who try. 
Ob, sad the thought, 
Who fight against the light? 
In woe and sorrow they must flee 
To an eternal night.” 

Since last winter other members of the family have been baptized. 
These, with the eleven mentioned, have been recently organized into a 
branch of the Church, which is now in a prosperous condition. 

Thus the inspired predictions of the patriarch and the fond hopes of the 


missionary are being happily realized. 
CONVERTING A TREE INTO A NEWSPAPER. 


A VERY interesting experiment was made on April 17, last, at Messrs. 
Menzel & Company’s paper and wood pulp manufactory, at Elsenthal, in 
order to ascertain what was the shortest space of time in which it was 
possible to convert the wood of a standing tree into paper, and the latter 
into, a journal ready for delivery. This experiment is of extreme impor- 
tance, because it shows what rapidity can be attained by the concurrence 
of practical machines and favorable conditions. Three trees were felled in 
a forest near the establishment at thirty-five minutes past seven in the 
morning in the presence of two of the owners of the manufactory and a 
notary, called upon to certify as to the authenticity of the experiment. 
These trees were carried to the manufactory, where they were cut into 
pieces twelve inches in length, which were then decorticated and split. 
The wood thus prepared was afterward raised by an elevator to the five 
defibrators of the works. The wood pulp produced by these machines was 
then put into a vat, where it was mixed with the necessary materials. 
This process finished, the liquid pulp was sent to the paper machine. At 
thirty-four minutes past nine in the morning the first sheet of paper was 
finished. The entire manufacture had thus consumed but one hour and 
fifty-nine minutes. The owners of the manufactory, accompanied by the 
notary, then took a few of the sheets to a printing office situated at a 
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distance of about two and a half miles from the works. At ten o’clock a 
copy of the printed journal was in the hands of the party; so that it had 
taken two hours and twenty-five minutes to convert the wood of a stand- 

ing tree into a journal ready for delivery. It must be added that, during 
the course of the manufacture, there occurred a few interruptions which 
might be avoided at another time, and that, in the opinion of the two 
manufacturers, had it not been for this, twenty minutes might have been 
gained. Montteur de la Papeterie. 


A WONDERFUL SEAWEED. 


OnE of the most extraordinary seaweeds among the Laminariacee is the 
Nereocysuis, the stem of which occasionally attains a length of 300 feet, 
though extremely slender, even at the top, where it is surmounted by a 
huge floating bladder 6 feet or 7 feet in length, that affords a favorite 
resting-place to the sea-otter. This plant is found on the north-west coast 
of America and the opposite shores of Asia. The filiform stem, which is 
about as thick as pack-thread, suddenly swells above, when 2 feet or 3 
feet long, into a globose bladder, from the top of which springs a tuft of 
germinate leaves mostly rising on five petioles. As the plant grows older 
the stem increases enormously in length, but only slightly in thickness. 
The globose bladder swells into a turnip-shaped or retort-like cylinder, 6 
feet long and 4 feet 6 inches or more in diameter in the widest part, the 
lower extremity gradually passing into the stem. The leaves, which at 
first were marked with a few faint nerves, split in the direction of the 
latter, cover a wide space by their entangled mass, and attain a length of 
30 feet or more. When the plant grows in any quantity, it forms large 
floating islands, and the surface of the sea becomes impassable to boats. 
The stem, when dry, is employed by the Aleutians for fishing lines, some 
of which have a length of forty or more fathoms. The large bladders are 
used by the same * as syphons for 2 water out of their boats. 
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UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarised from the papers of the State. ) 
Hon. I. C. Thorenson of Hyrum is anxiously awaiting the outcome of an accident he 
met with on the evening of the third of July. He was assisting in decorating a float 
preparatory to the street parade, and was tacking on bunting with wire staples of the size 
used for barbed wire fences. One of these he was holding in his mouth when something 
caused him to swallow it, the curved end down. He m 
inconvenience so far, but is naturally anxious, as are also his friends. 
The annual old folks’ excursion has become an established institution in Utah, and is 
looked forward to and back upon by those who are entitled to participate in it with a 
great deal of pleasure. Once each year all the old folks of Salt Lake City and vicinity 
are taken by train to some suitable place for a day’s outing. The invitation to take part 
in the pleasures of the day is free to all classes over the age of seventy years. This year’s 
excursion took place on July 16. Ogden was selected for the gathering place, and nearly 
1500 old folks from Salt Lake and the surrounding neighborhood were taken there, where 
they were entertained with music, speeches, dancing and feasting. 
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